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yu 
«ft | AN UNCOMPROMISING FAITH | 
note Cf Tertullian, an early Christian leader, said, “Away with all attempts to produce a | 
wes - mottled Christianity of Stoic, Platonic, and diabolic composition. We want no curi- | 
we ous disputation after possessing Jesus Christ. With our faith we desire no further 
ith 1 =| belief, for there is nothing we ought to believe besides.” Those early Christians 
| ~knew what they believed, and they were ready to die for their faith. They would j 
| rather be burned at the stake than drop a pinch of incense before the statue of the | 
Emperor. They held clearcut distinctions; things were true or false, right or wrong. 
They knew from bitter experience what paganism could not do; they had come out | 
; of all other religions to Jesus Christ, the Saviour of all men. Through Him they © 


j had come from darkness to light, from death to life. 


Dr. E. Stanley Jones, in one of his books, tells of what may have happened to the | 
Nestorian Church. It was thought it had died of persecution in the early centuries. 


i] | 
— Then archaeology uncovered a cornerstone of one of their ancient buildings. On it | 
gh | were three symbols. The cross was in the center, a lotus flower (symbol of Buddha) |! 
a | on the left, and another symbol on the right. It had compromised, and died! This |} 
nal is the inevitable result of any compromised Christian Faith that seeks to blend Chris-_ , 
{| tianity with other religions in some new eclecticism. | 
— oe If there is “none other name,” if there is only one Saviour, then it is not intolerant to | 
he f 7; declare that. As James Denney says, “As there is only one God so there can be only j 
ot | = * 7 one Gospel. If God has really done something in Christ on which the salvation of | 
: | «the world depends, and if He has made it known, then it is a Christian duty to be | 
™ — {intolerant of everything which ignores, denies or explains it away. The man who j{ 
ul perverts it is the worst enemy of God and men; and it is not bad temper or nar- f 
_ = = 7 rowmindedness which explains such vehement language as Paul’s in Galatians 1:8, | 
| ‘Though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that 
| ~which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed.’ It is the jealousy of God | 
_. § ~which has kindled in a soul redeemed by the death of Christ a corresponding jeal- | 
_ # ousy for the Saviour. Intolerance like this is an essential element in the true religion. | 
_... 4 Intolerance in this sense has its counterpart in comprehension: it is when we have j| 
S ; the only Gospel, and not till then, that we have the Gospel at all.” 
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EDITORIAL 


Church Discipline—A Matter of 
Faith as Well as Practice 


There is a disturbing number. of reports 
from over the Church having to do with the 
discipline of ministers, elders or church mem- 
bers for supposed failure to comply with our 
Book of Church Order. 


We are not discussing the merits or other- 
wise of any particular case. But we are dis- 
turbed because there appears to be a growing 
demand for adherence to the letter of the 
government of our church without a correspond- 
ing insistence on the more important matter of 
the doctrines of our church. 


A church is strong as her faith is strong. She 
is also strong as she is faithful to her system of 
government. That which the church believes 
is more important than how it administers its 
affairs should go without saying. But the em- 
phasis today is on administration, and loyalty 
to it, rather than on doctrine, and faithfulness 
to it. Furthermore, an increasing number of 
changes are being made in the Book of Church 
Order where only a majority of the Presbyteries 
have to vote approval. 


The whole trend of recent years is towards 
a regimentation of procedure. First the office 
of elder was degraded so that after a few years 
service those holding office might be shifted 
to the side lines. That this has helped situations 
in certain churches cannot be denied, but the 
price paid has been the loss of the spiritual 
insight and experience of age while in many 
instances men without Presbyterian backgrounds 
have been rotated into places of leadership. 


Then the Commission on the Minister and 
His Work was established, ostensibly to enable 
ministers to secure new locations or to help a 
congregation anxious to secure a change. Un- 
fortunately, local commissions have often acted 
as ecclesiastical gestapos, forbidding congrega- 
tions to call a minister of their own choice 


PAGE 2 


(although the commission has no such author} 
ity), or in other cases thwarting the call of anf 


individual by passing on unfavorable reports, | 


secured by~a-unilateral procedure. 


Then the permanent nominating committees | 
were established on the various levels of church} 
administration. Being human and also being} 
subjected to the pressures of personal bias or 
outside friendships, these committees have at 
times failed to represent their constituencies as} 
a whole. That, despite these handicaps, they) 
have operated as well as has often been the’ 
case is a tribute to the men who have composed " 
these committees. 


But, this trend to regimentation; to the plac 
ing of administrative loyalty above doctrinal © 
loyalty; all combine to make one uncertain about 
the future. 


The life of our church must be infused with ~ 
Christian love straight across the board. We 
need to guard at every step anything which will — 
infringe on love on the one hand and the purity 
of the church on the other. To do this we must 
at all times put first things first. We have 2° 
Book of Church Order. Let us also remember — 
that we have the Confession of Faith. ‘ 

—H.B.D. 


Rules Not Laws 


Paragraph 58 of our Book of Church Order is! 
quite explicit in denying to church courts the’ 


-authority to make laws, and affirming to them 
only the power to establish rules for the govern: — 


ment, discipline, worship, and extension of the 
Church. It says this by inference in the open 


_ ing sentence, declaring that the jurisdiction of/ 


Church courts is only ministerial and declara ” 
tive — this means not magisterial nor legisla | 
tive. It asserts explicitly in the second sentence 
that “they can make no laws.” In the third! 
sentence it recognizes their power “to establish 
rules.” In the fourth sentence it asserts thei! 
right to require obedience to the laws of Christ. 
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The same doctrine is set forth earlier in the 
Book of Church Order. Par. 9 describes Jesus 
Christ aa THE ONLY LAWGIVER IN ZION 
and asserts the right of His Majesty to rule and 
teach the Church through His Word and Spirit, 
by the ministry of men, thus mediately exer- 
cising His own authority and “enforcing His 
own laws.”” Par. 10 denies any right to add 
to what Christ the King has given to His 
Church. Par. 17 describes the function of the 
Church as to administer, to proclaim, and to 
enforce “the law of Christ revealed in Scrip- 
ture.” Par. 19 says that the exercise of church 
power only has the Divine sanction “when in 
conformity with the statutes “enacted by Christ 
the Lawgiver.” 


A few years ago there was a footnote in the © 


Book of Church Order to the effect that this 
book was enacted into law by the General As- 
sembly. 
called to the attention of the Atlanta General 
Assembly, the phrase into law was ordered de- 
leted by that Assembly. Thus the General As- 
sembly respects the distinction of paragraph 58. 


It is with profound regret that we note this 
distinction not observed by one of the Assem- 
bly’s agencies, namely The Assembly’s Commit- 
tee on the Minister and His Work. This body 
has put out a film strip entitled, So Your Church 
Needs a Minister. Here the script reads, in 
part: 


“The Commission must be thoroughly fa- 
miliar with the Book of Church Order, 
which contains the laws by which the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S., is governed.” 


Now we do not assume that this mistake 
was made deliberately, but that those who 
were responsible were using the word law in 
some loose sense with some such meaning as 
polity. But the film strip goes to our eighty 
odd Commissions on the Minister and His Work 
in é¢ach presbytery. Many of these commissions 
are carrying out their functions in the fear of 
God with consideration for their brethren and 
with proper Christian humility. But the will 


_to power is in every one of us as the most dis- 


linctive principle of our fallen nature. The 
perversion wrought by sin continually asserts 
itself in the pride which lords it over the breth- 
ren. Some commission will certainly misuse 
this phrase to make of the details provided in 
the Book of Church Order laws to bind the 
conscience of the candidate or of the church. 


When this erroneous statement was — 


Augustine properly showed that the funda- 
the fundamental ethic of the 
Christian faith is humility. He Who was in 
the form of God took the form of a slave, and 
being found in human fashion humbled Him- 
self to the obedience of the Cross. By His 
act of humiliation He wrought our salvation, 
and on the basis of it He calls us to have in 
ourselves the mind of Christ. Thus Augustine 
says that the first mark of the Christian 1s 
humility, and the second mark of the Christian 
is humility, and that the third mark of the 


Christian is humility. Wa, 


This clear understanding of the faith pre- 
sented by Augustine of Hippo was forgotten by 
Augustine, the lord archbishop of Canterbury. 
When the old British Christians came to con- 
fer with him as to a union of the Christian 
forces in England, they had privately agreed 
to yield obedience to him if he showed humility 
by rising when they entered. He retained his 
seat and they retained their separate autonomy. 


We earnestly trust that each of our presbytery 
commissions on the Minister and His Work 
will follow Augustine of Hippo, dealing in 
humility with the brethren and the churches of 
their several presbyteries. If not — the Father 
has committed all judgment to His Son because 
He is the Son of man. We can and will deal 
with those who turn their own preferences or 
details of the Book of Church Order into laws 
to bind the consciences of their brethren. 


Professor A. LeCerf of Paris writes, “Calvin- 
ism confines itself to laying down a principle 
which renders the unity of the Church possible, 


i.e., that the Church on the one hand and in- 


dividual Christians on the other, confess from 
the heart both the distress of the Church and 
the misery of the Christian man.” 


“The power of the keys in the Reformed 
(Presbyterian) Church implies pedagogic tact 
and Christian love, rather than juridical virtu- 
osity.” “Practice of the communion of saints 
by the individual implies, on Reformed (Pres- 
byterian) principles, humility and filial love, 
rather than the servile sentiment of juridical 
obligation.” ‘For Calvinism, the solution of the 
problem of reconciling the rights of the Church 
with the duties of the individual lies in the 
humility shown by both.” An Introduction to 
Reformed Dogmatics, pp. 353-355. eros 

—W.C.R. 
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Are Some Religious Educators 
Moving Toward Pelagianism?P 


For the benefit of the “laymen,” Pelagianism 
is that form of religious thought which gives 
man rather than God the credit for beginning 
the work of salvation in man. Pelagianism says 
that man comes to God of his own will, semi- 
Pelagianism says that at least he begins the 
coming. On the other hand, Augustinianism or 
Calvinism says that man is dead in sins and 
unable to come until God makes him alive in 
Christ Jesus. 


Have we any business thinking that some 
religious educators are bringing in that glorify- 
ing of man which went under the name of 
Pelagius in the ancient Church, and which is 
taught by the philosopher Immanuel Kant in 
more recent times? 


Ere answering this question, we wish to testify 
again our great pleasure that our Board of 
Christian Education is advertising: 


“We Presbyterians are a creedal Church. 
We are Presbyterians because we believe in 
our interpretation of the Scriptures. It 
is the basis of what is taught from the pul- 
pit. Naturally it is what we want taught 
in our entire educational program.” 


AMEN AND AMEN! It is beginning to 
look as though the change from “religious edu- 
cation” to “Christian education” were mean- 


ingful. 


Just because we so heartily want our creedal 
interpretation taught in our entire educational 
program we must question what we sometimes 
hear from some religious educators. Their state- 
ments sometimes run about as follows: 


There is in everyone a better man or 
self, a part of the image of God left despite 
the fall. This better man begins the turn 
toward God. Did not Jesus say, “Let the 
little children come to me, do not hinder 
them?” And did not the prodigal son first 
come to himself and then bring himself to 
the father? 


The first part of this statement sounds like 
the philosopher Kant, who taught that the Son 
of God was the idea of moral perfection, the 
intelligent or the better man in each of us 
who suffers for the empirical or the worse 
man. The reference to Jesus’ invitation to the 
little children is a case of a text taken out of 
its context. In the text, Mark 10, the little 
children are not coming to Him of their own 
accord as the religious educator implies. Par- 
ents were bringing these little children — 
children so little that He took them up in 
the crook of His arms, as he laid His hands upon 
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them and blessed them. Those who were bring. 
ing the children evidently had at least some 
measure of faith in Jesus, and that faith was 
as truly given them, wrought in them, as was 
the faith Jesus elsewhere commends, Matt. 
16.17; 11.25-27. 


As to the Prodigal Son, it comes from. the 
fifteenth of Luke which gives three or four 


pictures each illustrating different aspects of : 
God’s dealing with the sinner in conversion. ; 
The first picture, the lost sheep, shows the : 
seeking, saving love of the Good Shepherd Who j 
goes after the wandering sheep until He finds. d 
it and brings it home on His shoulder. The r 
second is of the lost coin which lies passive 

until the searching woman finds it with rejoic- 3 
ing — somewhat as the Holy Spirit finds the ” 
soul dead in trespasses and sins. The third is : 
of the prodigal son whom the Father runs to fe 
meet, clasps in his arms, gives the kiss of for- b 
giveness and the clothes of a son. The fourth f K 


picture is the elder brother for whose sake the 
Father lays aside his dignity and comes out 
and invites the older son to come in. It takes 
all these and other parables, yes and the whole l 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, to show us T 
God’s gracious dealings with the soul in con- A 
version. To single out Luke 15.17 as though b 


that were the whole of this great chapter and Ff .. 
the whole of the New Testament account of Ff 
regeneration and conversion is certainly a case Fy 
of making a parable go on all fours, and then | p 
taking a detail which is only part of the dressing [| ;; 
of a story and squeezing it until it bleeds, that | y 
is, building a whole theology on this detail. . 


The Board of Christian Education appeals to ” 
our creedal interpretation of Scripture. What fF 
does our Church’s creed say to such an inter- 
pretation of conversion as that cited from such 
a religious educator: 


Our Westminster Confession, ch. XII,2 reads: > 
“This effectual call is of God’s free and : 
special grace alone, not from anything fore- [| 
seen in man, who is wholly passive therein, [| 
until being quickened and renewed by the 
Holy Spirit, he is enabled to answer this 
call and to embrace the grace offered and 
conveyed in it.” 


VI. 2, “By this sin they fell from their 
original righteousness and communion 
with God and so became dead in sin and 
wholly defiled in all the faculties and parts 
of soul and body. | 


VI. 4, “From this original corruption, 
whereby we are utterly indisposed, dis- 
abled and made opposite to all good, and 
wholly inclined to all evil, do proceed all 
actual transgressions. 


XI. 3, “Man by his fall into a state of sin, 
hath wholly lost all ability of will to any 
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spiritual good accompanying salvation: so 
as, a natural man, being altogether averse’ 
from that good and dead in sin is not able 
by his own strength to convert himself, or 
to prepare himself thereunto.” | 

“God converts a sinner.” 


Of course, our Church bases these, her official 
doctrines, squarely on and draws them directly 
from the Holy Scriptures. These teach us that 
the carnal mind is at enmity to God, that no 
man can come unto Christ except the Father 
draw him, that God hath quickened us who were 
dead in trespasses and sins. We were by nature 
the children of wrath, but God being rich in 
mercy for His great love’s sake made us. alive 
together with Christ. The natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit for they are fool- 
ishness unto him, neither can he know them 
for they are spiritually discerned. Except a man 
be born again he cannot see the things of the 
Kingdom of God nor enter it. 


We agree with our Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, WE WANT OUR’ CREEDAL 


INTERPRETATION OF THE SCRIPTURES 


TAUGHT IN OUR ENTIRE EDUCATION- 
AL PROGRAM. To that end we invite our 
brethren who are specialists in religious edu- 
cation to study again our official creedal in- 
terpretations of Scripture, and with them the 
Holy Scriptures on which they are based, and 
perhaps the fine expositions thereof by Augus- 
tine and Calvin. Let us not be drawn into 
the paganism of a Palagius, or the modified 


humanism of a semi-Pelagianism or the natural- 


ism of Kant’s philosophy. May we all, what- 
ever our place, gifts, or work in the Church, 
seriously ponder the testimony of the ancient 
Scots’ Confession of 1560: ‘Thus: 


“As we willingly spoil ourselves of all 
honor and glory of our own in creation 
and redemption, so do we also of our re- 
generation and sanctification, for of our- 
selves we are not sufficient to think one 
good thought, but He Who has begun the 
work in us is the only One that continues 
us in the same, to the praise and glory of 
His undeserved grace.” 


For without the Holy Ghost “we should 
remain forever enemies to God and ignor- 
ant of His Son Christ Jesus; for of nature 
we are so dead, so blind, and so perverse, 
that neither can we feel when we are 
pricked, see the light when it shines, nor 
assent to the will of God when it is revealed, 
unless the Spirit of the Lord Jesus quicken 
that which is dead, remove the darkness 
from our minds, and bow our stubborn 
hearts to the obedience of His blessed will.” 
Chapter XII. 

—W.C.R. 
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Our Youth Program 


Shall It Be Christian Training 
or One of Social Science? 


We are publishing in full some material with 
reference to the Senior High Fellowship Spring 
Rally in one of our Presbyteries. 


The name of the Presbytery is being deleted 
because this secularization of some of our youth 
programs is a church-wide problem, not a local 
one. 


We are ready to admit that the Christian faith 
carries with it social implications, but we are 
strong in our belief that a Church Rally should 
be a Church Rally, not a school of social science 
and ethics. 


We further question the propriety of having 
a Jewish Rabbi and a Roman Catholic Priest 
as scheduled speakers in a rally. Does not 
Protestantism have a distinctive message to teach 
our young people? Do not we as Presbyterians 
have a heritage and a faith that our young 
people need to have imparted to them? 


The right of religious freedom should be 
defended, but it should be done by qualified 
leaders of our own church, not by leaders of 
faiths who would rightly (from their viewpoint) , 
use such an opportunity to present their own 
religious beliefs, while propriety would make it 
difficult to call them in question from the view- 
point of our own church's teaching. 


Our young people need more of spiritual 
inspiration and biblical instruction than they 
are now getting. If the church does not fur- 


nish this where are they to get it? If our young 


people’s rallies degenerate into debating grounds 
for political and social questions something in- 
finitely precious is being lost. 


One of the most distressing things about a 
suggested program such as this is that these dear 
young people can go out enthused (although 
only partially instructed) , to work for the trans- 
formation of saciety when they themselves have 
never been transformed by the redeeming work 
of Christ. 


It is our prayer that the publication of this 
material will lead to a sober reappraisal of all 
of our young people’s programs. It is our con- 
firmed opinion that in a program such as this 
we are letting our young people down. We 
are taking entirely too much for granted. That 
many of them may come from Christian homes 
does not make them Christians. They need 
Christ as personal Saviour and then as the Lord 
of their lives. They need the inspiration of 
home and world mission programs; of onal 


Sand visitation evangelism; of putting Christ at 
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the center of their lives thereby giving them 
power and victory over the temptations with 
which they are confronted daily. They need a 
. program of intensive Bible study and of Scrip- 
ture memorizing. 


Let our church become a citadel of training 
in Christian doctrine and Christian living, then, 
as time may permit, let programs of secondary 
importance have a lesser share in the general 


planning for young people. 


Unless we take immediate and complete stock 
of that which we are doing we can be held 
accountable: accountable by those who have 
been denied proper training, and, by the One 
to Whom we all are ultimately responsible. 


THE FOLLOWING SPEAKS FOR ITSELF: 


Dear Mr. 
March 17 (Sunday) — 2:30 P. M. — First 
Presbyterian Church — Senior High Fellowship 
Spring Rally — Theme: 


OPEN HOUSE TO THE WORLD 


Enclosed with this letter you will find a sched- 
ule of the program for March 17, and some 
material for the Rally. As you read through 
the material you probably will notice that this 
Rally is somewhat different from previous 
Rallies. As we planned for the Rally we felt 
it would be necessary to send you the material, 
so as to give an over all picture of the entire 
Rally. 


In order for this Rally to be effective and to 
be done, we will need the help of twenty leaders 
for the Study Groups. We are writing various 
local Fellowships to make a study in their 
own community of certain basic rights. At the 
Rally these Fellowships will give a report on 
what they found to be true in their community. 
Following these, a Senior High member who 
has worked in Mexico, will talk about what 
she found there to be true in regard to certain 
basic rights. The young people will then be 
divided into twenty study groups of not more 
than twenty persons in each group to study 
one basic right more completely and fully. 


Each Study Group will last forty-five min- 
utes. Any method can be used by the leaders of 
the various Study Groups. They are for the 
purpose of deciding if everyone in the com- 
munity are entitled to these rights, and if they 
enjoy them? Also what can a young person do 
about these things in their own community? 


As you can probably see that unless the local 
Fellowships after the Rally do something, then 
little will be accomplished from this Spring Rally. 
The purpose of the “So What” Panel is to 
give a report on what can be done in and 
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through our local Fellowships. We are asking 
various Study Groups to appoint a_ reporter 
(not a member of the Presbytery Council) to 
give a summary on the “So What” Panel. 


We hope you will be able to have the Study 
Group on the Right to Work. As soon as pos. 
sible please let me know if you can be a leader 
of this particular group. I am looking forward 
to having you at the Spring Rally on the 17th 
of March. 

Serving the Master, 


P. S$. | would appreciate if you would appoint 
a member from your class to make a report to 
the general meeting. 


Material for the Spring Rally 


Ask four Fellowships to come to the Rally 
ready to take about ten minutes to tell about 
their own community in terms of one or more 


of the basic human rights set forth in the Uni- 


versal Declaration of Human Rights. (This 
will take real study on their part. See outline 
below for study in the local Fellowship.) Be 
sure these four Fellowships understand _ they 
are to be responsible for a five minute report 
to the entire Rally. Be sure these Fellowships 
see their report as one large part of the total 
Rally, and as a background for helping the whole 
Rally to see our Christian responsibilities to 
persons in our communities. 


Resource for Community Study 
on Human Rights 


Purpose: to study our community in relation 
to one or more of the basic human rights to 
discover to what extent it assures all persons in 


your community of these rights, and what steps | _ 


might be taken to increase that assurance. The 
following five human rights are suggested as a 
basis of study: 


(a) Right to “belong” to the community: H 
“All human beings are born free and equal | 


in dignity and rights. They are endowed with 
reason and conscience and should act toward 
one another in a spirit of brotherhood.” (Art. 
1) “Everyone has the right to life, liberty, and 
the security of person.” 


(b) Right to health: “Everyone has the right 
to a standard of living adequate for the health 
and well-being of himself and his family, in- 
cluding food, clothing, housing and medical 
care and necessary social services, and the right 
to security in the event of sickness, dis- 
ability 

(c) Right to education: “Everyone has the 
right to education. Education shall be free, 
at least in the elementary and fundamental 
stages. Elementary education shall be compul- 
SOTV 
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“Education shall be directed to the full de- 


velopment of the human personality and to 
‘the strengthening of respect for human rights 


fundamental freedoms. 


It shall promote 


» understanding, tolerance and friendship among 
* all nations, racial or religious groups, and shall 


further activities of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of peace. 


“Parents rather than state have a prior right 


~ to choose the kind of education that shall be 


~ given to their children.’ | 


(d) Right to work: “Everyone has the right 


~ to work, to free choice of employment, to just 
_ and favorable conditions of work and to pro- 
tection against unemployment 


99 


“Everyone who works has the right to just 


} and favorable remuneration insuring for him- 


self and his family an existence worthy of human 
dignity.” 

(e) Right to freedom of religion; this right 
includes freedom to change his religion or be- 
lief, and freedom to manifest his 
religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship 
and observance. 


This study might be carried on by inviting 


a panel representing various groups in your 
+ community to present their views. Or you might 
_ undertake it by a series of interviews of appro- 


priate people, and observation of appropriate — 


institutions. The interviews might be done by 


| teams of two. Observation tours might be made 


by groups of four to six with a prepared adult 
 leader.. Persons to be interviewed or invited to 


serve on a panel might include: 


(a) Right to “belong” to the community: 
Head of a settlement house or children’s home 
Head of the Council of Social Agencies 
A local judge 
A minister. 


(b) Right to health: 
Head of a city or county clinic 
Head of a clinic operated by a social agency 
Head of a City or County Department of 
Health 
A visiting nurse 
A doctor. 


(c) Right to education: 
Superintendent of Schools 
Principals of an elementary and a high school 
(together) 
President of a local college 
_P.T.A. president 
One or more foreign students studying in a 
nearby college. 
(dq) Right to work: 
Head of the local or a major labor union 


Director of state or city employment service — 


Representative of the management of a local 
industry | 
Head of a department store 
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(e) to freedom of religion: 
President of the ministerial association 
Secretary of Council of Churches 
A Rabbi 
A Roman Catholic Priest. 


Findings from the observation tours, inter- 
views or panel should be gathered together and 
compiled in a ten-minute report for the Rally 
presentation. This report might be in the form 
of a graph.showing the extent to which various 
rights apply to everyone — or it might be a 
flip chart, illustrating areas of need for extend- 
ing these rights; or it might be made against 
the background of a “Community’s Report 
Card” showing the grades of a community from 
this test. 


This might form part of a unit of study for 
a Fellowship which would continue then in 
other vesper meetings to explore ways of mak- 
ing these rights real for even more members 
of the community. 


Ask each of four Fellowships to discover and 
bring to the Rally someone of another country 
or another race. Ask them to plan for inter- 
viewing that person at the Rally (before the 
whole group) in regard to their freedom to 
enjoy the human rights set forth in -the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights. People 
of other races or of other countries are in or 
near almost every community in our Church. 


_ This will take some exploration and planning 


by the local Fellowships who accept this assign- 
ment. But it will be worth the effort. See 
Guidance for these Fellowships below. Be. sure 
these Fellowships see these interviews as oppor- - 
tunities for the Rally to experience a fellow- 
ship beyond their own race or nation, and to 
sense our Christian responsibilities to be con- 
cerned for all persons of all countries and races. 


Reports from Community Studies on 
Human Rights: 


The leader might introduce these reports as 
evidence of our need to remind ourselves that 


-as Christians professing a concern for every 


person made for fellowship with God, there is 
yet much we may do to see that every person 
has opportunity to be the person God created 
him to be. Point out that such surveys and 
studies might be made by non-Christians and 
turn up similar needs, but that as Christians we 
seek to demonstrate the love of Christ in every 
phase of life and that we should show even 
greater concern for needs of persons. Say that 
later on we will attempt to define a World 
Charter for Christian Youth. | 


Discussion on Reports and World Charter for 
Christian Youth: 


Divide into groups of fifteen or twenty to 
consider one of the five rights. With the guid- 
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ance of a chairman discuss such questions as: 
Do we agree everybody in our town is entitled 


to the “right” assigned to us? Does everybody > 


in our community enjoy it? If not, why not? 
Can we do anything as individuals about this? 
As church groups working together? What 
should be said in a World Charter for Chris- 
tian Youth to express what we believe and will 
try to do? 


These groups should be allowed about 45 


minutes. There should be a recorder for the 


group and the group should plan to reconvene 
after the interviews. 


“So What?” Panel: 


This is to be a panel made up NOT of Pres- 
bytery Council members but of reporters from 
five different groups on the various basic rights. 
The panel will take 20 minutes to discuss such 
questions as: 


Where could we begin our local Fellowships 
to put into action these beliefs? 


How can these beliefs be demonstrated in the 


program and study of our local Fellowships? 


What can we do in our community to spread 
such concerns? 


It would be helpful to have near the panel 
a display of resource material for further study 
and action by Fellowships. Each resource should 
be briefly introduced. Resource should include 
“World Christian Citizenship through United 
Christian Youth Action,” (30 cents); “Seeking 
to Be Christian in Race Relations,” ($1); 
“What Can We Do,” See, (50 cents); “Now 
Is The Time,” Lillian Smith, ($2); “Youth 
Guide on Christ, the Church, and Race,” Little, 
(50 cents) ; Presbyterian YOUTH outlines (De- 
partment of Youth Work, free); “Sense and 
Nonsense about Race,’”’ Alpenfels, 50 cents; “In 
the Direction of Dreams,’ Wood, ($1). (All 
of these will not be available at the Rally.) 


The Panel members will need to do some care- 
ful preparation, thinking over these questions 
and thinking in regard to reporting on major 
significant work. 3 | 


Education 

If the churches are to minister properly to 
their constituents, they should know something 
about the conditions which these people experi- 
ence in their usual occupations. Therefore, 
when a congregation contains college students, 
or high school students preparing for college, 
or college graduates, the minister, the elders, 
the Sunday School teachers ought to be aware 
of the factors that influence their thinking. 


In American education today, both college and 


high school education, there are factors that 
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are inimical to Christianity. That is to say 
aside from the usual moral temptations thap@* 
beset all young people whatever occupation thee 
may have entered upon, there are in particulaf 
educational factors that are inimical to Chrisp 
tianity. For this reason students are often pref able 
disposed to consider the Gospel as foolishnesf 
The Apostle, of course, knew that this woulif Kol 
be true in general; but the church worker todaf™ the 
does well to become acquainted with the specific >¢ 
prejudices of the American student. : “me 
These prejudices are formed by a continualf¥on 
distortion of Christian truth in the classes and} out 
textbooks of the colleges. Sometimes the attackf ¥be 
against Christianity is subtle, and the studens} 
do not realize what is happening to them. Ap 
other times it is not subtle at all. One youngy 
Christian wrote to me that a professor singled} 9 P4 
him out for sharp ridicule on account of hi}. 
Christian stand. He did not complain so mudf 
about the ridicule as he complained that the[ 
professor would not permit him to defend his} 
position in class against the ridicule. 


car 
It is impossible, however, to bring into printed} 
columns the witnesses of such events. A readerf 
must simply believe that the writer is correctly > 
reporting his young friend’s letter. But it is 
possible to refer to published textbooks, and{ 
these may be examined with relative ease. Take} 
for an example Castell’s An Introduction to} 
Modern Philosophy, published by Macmillan} 
This book is a good example because it is aj 
good textbook. It is also a good example} 
because it is more subtle than harsh ridicule} 
And it is also a good example because it is not} 
too subtle for an ordinary student to see what} 
is going on, if it is pointed out to him. Ordi|— 
narily it is not pointed out to him, and the} 
result is that the student is prejudiced against} 
the Gospel. 


The chapter on Ethics in this textbook gives} § ¢ 


accounts of Paley, Kant, Mill, Nietzsche, and} 


James. It is instructive to note how the author} | 0 
comments on these five. By and large he criti-| 9 (V 
cizes Paley’s theological ethics severely and pro | 

Fin 


poses few difficulties with respect to the others. | 
To be sure, he pokes a little fun at Nietzsche, | § fe 
but there is virtually no criticism of the others.) # (V 
The impression that this treatment would ordi-| 4 fe 


narily make in the mind of a student is that} - (V 
any theory of ethics is fairly respectable except} | at 
ace 


a Christian theory. aw 

It is also instructive to notice concretely what | 7 w: 
he says about theological ethics. Near the be ~ 
ginning (p. 288) he quotes Sir Leslie Stephen | © 


with approval: “Theology, so long as it was 
vital belief in the world, afforded a complete|@ — 
and satisfactory answer to these questions.” One i 
can note that the use of the past tense helps 3 
to persuade the student that theology is no 9 
longer acceptable. > | 

F 
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to sqfg Later (p.296) he asks whether an act is right 
B@because God commands it or does God com- 


1s | 
n thefmmand it because it is right. He seems to leave 
ticulypathis as an unanswerable question with the ex- 


Chris pressed suggestion that because it is unanswer- | 


prep gable Christian ethics is untenable. He also raises 
shnesfathe question as to whether the Bible or the 
wouljg sKoran is the word of God, and suggests that 
athe Bible is self-contradictory. ‘Then finally 
pecificf He wonders whether it would not be better to 

base our theology (if any) on the more certain 
_ —#foundation of ethics than to base our ethics 
tinudf¥on the less sure foundation of theology. With- 
S andB@out any indication that these questions can 
attack ) be answered, the student is left to surmise that 


ident} ¥Christianity is indefensible. 


younep Castell’s book is not a vicious book in com- 
ngled} 9 Parison with some others. Antagonism to Chris- 


of hip atianity is not a hobby that the author rides. 
much} | Lhere is nothing violent in the treatment. But 
t thet » for this very reason it is a significant example of 
d hj the constant and pervasive attack on Christian 
}principles that characterizes so much of Ameri- 


education. 


inted) 
eaderp 0 counteract these forces the faithful church 
ectlyp) Worker should try to point out these facts to 


it jsf | the high school students, to the college students, 
and} | 2nd, if it is not too late, to the graduates also. 
—G.H.C. 
n 
is 
Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
—- in Day by Day 
the} By Rev. Clinton C. Baker 
_— ; Sunday, March 10, Romans 1:1-17. As you 


read through this passage, look for Paul’s con- 
rives | | cept of the Gospel and his resulting dedication 
and} }to it. What is his concept of its contents ac- 
thor} cording to vv. 1-5,17? How important is it 
rit | (vv.1-4)? How universal a need does it meet 
pro-|  (vv.5,13-14,16) ? How does Paul regard himself 
.|9in relation to Christ (vv.1,5)? How does he 
[7 feel about his obligation to preach the Gospel 
> (vv.14,16) ? How is this sense of mission mani- 
| | fested in his greetings to the Roman Christians 
+ (vv.9-13,15)? How does it affect his personal 
7 attitude toward them (vv.7,8-9,11) ? Is your con- 
> cept of the Gospel as all-inclusive as was Paul’s? 
4) What is your sense of responsibility to share it 
__ with those of other nations? 


| Monday, March 11, John 14:15-24. Christians 
4 show their true love for Christ by obedience to 
4 Him (vv.15,21). Recall some of the ways in 
| which Christ has commanded His followers to 
obey Him (see 15:12; Matthew 5-7, etc.). What 
does Christ promise to those who love Him 
(vv.21,23) ? How will the Father and Son reveal 
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themselves (vv.18,20,23) to believers (vv.16- 
17)? How do vwv.16-17 answer Judas’ question 
of v.22? By coming to them thus (vv.16-18) 
Christ provides for His followers not only His 
companionship (v.18) but also the power to 
obey his commandments (15:5). What differ- 
ence in their state of mind will Christ’s presence 
make (vv.16,18,26,27; 15:11)? Power to obey, 
comfort to dispell fear and joy to fill the heart 
come to those Christians who sincerely seek to 
keep Christ’s commands. 


‘Tuesday, March 12, Matthew 22:15-22. Jesus 
officially identified Himself as the Messiah when 
He entered the temple in Jerusalem and took 
charge (21:12-13). Notice the impact His pres- 
ence made upon the people (21:14-15,46) ; upon 
the religious rulers (21:15,23,45,46; 22:15). Re- 
member as you read 22:15 that the Pharisees 
were well educated and highly intelligent. Was 
the compliment of v.16 sincere? How did His 
use of a coin (v.19) and His question of v.20 
increase the effectiveness of Jesus’ answer (v.21) 
to the question of v.17? Jesus momentarily 


thwarted the Pharisees’ efforts (v.22); then He 


launched His own counter-attack and thorough- 
ly routed them (vv.42-45). The Church today 
needs preachers who can defeat the false “phi- 
losopher” in his own lair, yet speak with an 
authority and compassion that draws the com- 
mon people. 


Wednesday, March 13, Matthew 11:25-30. 
Much of the generation of Jesus’ day was in- 
different to His claims (vv.18-19) and, conse- 
quently, judgment awaited them (vv.20-24). 
Notice the great authority the Father had put 
into the hands of the Son (v.27), yet how the 
Son employed this authority (vv.28-29). The 
cities were condemned (vv.21-24) because they 
refused to acknowledge their sins and repent 
(v.20); the invitation of v.28 was evidently 
given to those who were already aware of their 
sinfulness (v.19) and, therefore, needed grace 
rather than judgment. What attitude must a 
person manifest when he comes to Christ 
(v.25b) ? Is there any mention of a person first 
getting rid of his sins or can he come as he 
is (v.28)? In Christ Himself is found the ful- 
fillment of all the needs of the soul (v.28). 


Thursday, March 14, I John 3:13-19. The 
Church can expect hatred from the world (v.13) 
but must experience love within its own gates 
(v.14). Observe that John takes hatred from 
the world as a matter of course, but hatred 
within the Church is considered the grossest 
of crimes (vv.12,15). What does John say is 
the spiritual condition of unloving church mem- 


bers (vv.14b,15b) ? How is the love of Christians 
for each other to be expressed (vv.17-18) ? No- 


tice that God has shown in terms we can see 
and understand that He loves us (v.16). When 
the Church loves the world rather than Christ, 
strife and discord among church members re- 
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sults (I Cor. 3:3). The more Christians keep 
their eyes centered upon Christ, rather than the 
world, the more they love one another (v.16). 


Friday, March 15, Luke 22:39-46. No human 
being has entered into an experience like that 
which Jesus went through as He faced the 
cross (vv.39-46). He was about to accept His 
Father’s cup of wrath upon a sinful and rebel- 
lious mankind (v.42). Romans 1:18-32 and 
Revelation 20:11-15 picture something of the 
wrath of a holy God upon an utterly ungodly 
race. We can not imagine the struggle Christ 
went through as He prayed the prayer of v.42, 
but we can see visible evidence of something 
of its intensity (v.44). Only after the wilder- 


ness experience was there any mention of angels © 


ministering to Him (v.43; Matt. 4:11). Little 
wonder Satan (Matt. 4:8-10) tempted Jesus by 
offering Him the kingdoms of the world with- 
out the cross! Compare with Philippians 
2:8-11. Remember that it was for you and your 
sins that Christ died on the cross. | 


Saturday, March 16, Romans 12:1-8. The 
“mercies of God” (v.la) refers to all that has 
been said since 1:16 (our justification and 
sanctification through God’s grace in Christ) , 
and especially the wisdom and mercy of God 
mentioned in chapter 11. Because of God’s 
mercies, what appeal does Paul make in vwv.1-2 
to the Roman Christians? Why must they turn 
from conformity to the world to be holy and 
acceptable to God? What picture does Paul draw 
of the place of each member in the body of 
Christ (vv.4-8)? What should be the relation 
of Christians to each other (vv.3,9,10)? How 
do you think the Christian’s conduct in vv.3-8 
is related to the appeal of vv.1-2? Do you cause 
- notes of discord in your Christian group be- 
cause of your holding to the ways of the world 
(v.2) or your self-will (v.1) ? | 
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LETTERS 


to the Editor 


Rev. Henry Dendy, D.D., Editor 
Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville, North Carolina 


Dear Dr. Dendy: 


I was struck by the advertisement appearing or 
the back of your January 30 issue and urging a) | 
the expected, desirable thing the use of Presby.| 
terian literature. In spite of the fact that my © 
own church does not use our denominational litera. _ 
ture entirely, a situation which I accepted when! © 
was called to this church, I am most sympathetic — 
_ with every word written in this ad. It should bh — 

obvious to every creed-loving Presbyterian that he — 
should want creed-true literature. i 


My only concern is to know whether this mark: | 
a change in policy by the Board of Christian Edu — 
cation so that we may expect that from now on | 
there will be infused into the materials of the Boar — 
a new stream of creedal, Calvinistic, truly Presby- — 
terian teaching and life. In the past when the ~ 
Board has been reminded of the wide departure — 
from creedal Presbyterianism to which its writer” 
have been suspect, the Board’s representatives hav: — 
firmly refused to admit any such digressions from — 
the truth. This has been most discouraging to many — 
Bible-loving, creed-devoted Presbyterians and, ac — 
cordingly, they have turned to other literatur © 
which would provide them with either thorough]; — 
Reformed, Calvinistic material or at least evan | 
gelical literature that was a whole lot nearer ou 
Confessional positions than was our own Board’ © 


literature. 


Let the Board writers be men and women with | 
a passion for the Gospel of redeeming Grace, the — 
Covenant of Grace, the electing power of a sover — 
eign God, the mission of the church as chiefly re — 
demptive rather than social or political, Specia 
Grace centering in the Saviour as the burden 0 — 
children’s literature rather than Common Graé 
centering in the birds and flowers, the Bible as: ~ 
book to be trusted as verbally inspired by God ani — 
therefore its words to be carefully studied! Doe — 
this ad indicate this kind of a revival where ¢ 
has been so sorely needed? I earnestly pray so bu — 
before I urge changing literature in my church @ — 
any point, we shall investigate the matter care — 
fully. God has been too good to us in seeking ti 
raise a generation of creedal Presbyterians for us — 


to make the change lightly. 


Finally, the ad is refreshing because it make: — 
plain that a Presbyterian is measured by his de — 
votion toa creed and not to a Board. That is good — 
Presbyterianism! Then, when the Board and the — 


churches and the ministers and the members 4! 


love that creed, they will serve each other—ani 4 


the Lord—with gladness. 


Heartily yours, 
Rev. Donald C. Graham 


P.S. The above letter was read to the Session of 7 
Mcllwain Memorial Presbyterian Church in -ful — 
attendance at a regular meeting and by unanimow | 
vote, it was approved for mailing and_ possible 


publication. 
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LESSON FOR MARCH 10 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Unlimited Forgiveness 


Background Scripture: Matthew 18 - 20 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55:6-9 


God in His mercy grants “unlimited forgiveness” to sinners who forsake their ways and thoughts 
and return tq Him. Isaiah says, “He will abundantly pardon.” God remembers our sins no more 
against us; He removes them as far as the East is from the West; He hides them in the depth of 
the sea; He blots them out as a thick cloud. There are still depths in the sea which have not been 
measured by man. How far is the East from the West? We have all seen the sun blotted out by a 


thick cloud. There is therefore now no con- 
demnation for those in Christ Jesus. This full, 
free, unlimited forgiveness comes through Jesus 
Christ : by this Man is preached unto you the 
forgiveness of sins. I believe in the forgiveness 
of sins. 


Our lesson centers around the thought of 
our forgiveness of those who have sinned against 
us. This section — our Printed Text — is 
found in 18:21-35. The Background Scripture 
includes three chapters, 18-20, and contains 
material which is not directly related to our 
subject. I wish to briefly go through this ma- 
terial, and then come back to our main lesson. 


I. True Greatness: 18:1-5; 20:20-29. 


This discussion was started by a question of 
the disciples; Who is the greatest in the king- 
dom of heaven? This subject was often in the 
minds of the disciples, and two of them, James 
and John, asked for the chief places in the 
kingdom. The idea of an earthly kingdom, with 
“places of authority,” persisted in the thoughts 
of these men. They did not seem to be able 
to disabuse themselves of this false conception, 
and it was not until after the death and resur- 
rection of their Master that the whole truth 
came to them. They were even discussing this 
matter just before the keeping of the Passover, 
and His arrest and crucifixion. (Luke 22:24-27) 


Jesus. takes a little child and tells them that 
to enter the kingdom they must be converted 
and become as this little child. Humility is 
the first requisite for being great in the sight 
of God. If we compare this with other passages 
such as Matthew 20:26-28 you will see that the 
path of greatness in the kingdom of heaven is 
the path of humility, service, and sacrifice, as 
exemplified by Christ Himself, Who came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
give His life a ransom for many. Well would 
it have been for the church if this teaching of 
her Head had been always heeded. 
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Singing, ‘Glory, glory, glory be to God on high 


II. Offences, Occasions of Stumbling: 18:6-14. 
He had used a little child as an illustration 


of true greatness. He now warns them about 


causing such a little one to stumble. It were 
better for such a man to have a millstone hung 
about his neck and be cast into the sea. I saw 
two pictures on television just recently which 
presented this from different angles. How much 
of our “juvenile delinquency” is caused by older 
people — often parents — causing children to 
go wrong! We older people are sinning griev- 
ously against the “generation to come,” and be 
sure our sin will find us out, to our sorrow and 
to the destruction of our nation. 


Verse 14 is very comforting to parents who 
have lost a little one: “Even so it is not the 
will of your Father which is in heaven, that 
one of these little ones should perish.” Our 
“Brief Statement” says, “Those who die in 
infancy, and others who are incapable of exer- 
cising choice, are regenerated and saved by 
Christ through the Spirit, Who works when and 
where He pleases.”’ | 


“Around the throne of God in heaven 
Thousands of children stand, 


Children whose sins are all forgiv’n, 


A holy, happy band, 


III. The Question Concerning Divorce: 19:1-12. 


This question, like many of the questions put 
to Him by the Jewish leaders, was not asked 
because they wanted to find out the truth, but 
to make trial of Him, or “tempt” Him, so 
they could have something against Him whereby 
they might accuse Him. He referred them to 
Genesis 1:27 and 5:2. What God has joined 
together, let not man put asunder. They refer 
to Moses who allowed a writing of divorcement 
to be granted. Jesus explains this by saying 
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that it was because of the hardness of their 
hearts that he allowed this. It was permission 
granted as the lesser of two evils. The only 
cause which justifies divorce is fornication 
which automatically severs the marriage tie and 
vow. 


IV. He Receives Little Children: 19:13-15. 


These beautiful words of Jesus have always 
been very precious to us all. They should make 
us realize the value of little children and the 
place they have in the heart of Jesus and in 
the kingdom. In another place, (Mark 10:15), 
He adds, Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall 
not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall not enter therein,’ and in Matthew 
18:3, Except ye be converted and become as 
little children, ye shall not enter the kingdom 
of heaven. We have seen His warning about 
offending one of them. 


V. The Rich Young Ruler: 19:16-30. 


This man had many things in his favor; he 
was young; he was rich; he was in earnest, not 
trying to “catch” Jesus by his question; he 
was reverent; he was a moral man; he asked 
a very important question; Jesus loved him. 
Jesus referred him to the Commandments, es- 
pecially the last half, which point out our duty 
to our fellowmen. He claimed to have kept 


all these from his youth. He was not satisfied, | 


however, and asks, What lack I yet? Then Jesus 
pointed him to the thing which was in his way. 
He had to make a choice between his wealth 
and Jesus; sell what you have, give to the poor, 
come and follow me. Exchange your earthly 
treasure for heavenly treasure. He went away 
sorrowful. 


Jesus took this opportunity to warn His 
disciples about the danger of riches. It is hard 
for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 


It is possible, for God can give to a rich man 


the right kind of heart. We not only have 
rich men saved, but greatly blessed and greatly 
honored and used. Abraham was a very wealthy 
man, but he did not make an idol out of his 
wealth. He had one thing which he prized much 
more than his riches; his son, Isaac, but he 
did not allow even his son to come first, as we 
see when he was tested in this respect. (See 
Gen. 22) 


Closely related to the above is the question 
of Peter, We have left all; What shall we have? 
Jesus makes a great promise to him, and to 
us all; promise of a rich reward both here and 
hereafter. Hope of reward is not wrong in a 
Christian. 


20:1-16. 


This parable is spoken to rebuke a mercenary 
spirit which could easily develop from this hope 


VI. Laborers in the Vineyard: 
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of reward, and which may have been in the 
mind of Peter when he asked, What shall we 
receive? It is true that we will be rewarded, 
but let us not be looking for it all the time, 
and feeling hurt if we do not get it. The 
laborers who worked all day murmured because 
they all received the same pay when the day 
was over. The householder had made a con- 
tract with the first; to the others, he promised 
only what was right. Out of the goodness of 
his heart he gave them the same as the first. 


Let us work in faith and love, and not mur- 
mur because others who have not worked as 
long or hard get the same pay. Let us not be 
asking all the time, What shall I receive? Let 
us trust the Householder to do right. 


Jesus explains further about His death, and 
heals the two blind men: 30-34. 


18:15-35. 


This is our main Topic. I have included 
verses 15-20 because they are related to the sub- 
ject of reconciliation or forgiveness. In the case 
of a brother trespassing against us Jesus recom- 


VII. Unlimited Forgiveness: 


mends a course of action which ought to be | 
applied more often than it is. First, go to the | 
one who has wronged you and tell him simply | 


and plainly. This may end the matter. It 
may have been a misunderstanding, or your 
brother or friend may see the matter differently. 


If this fails, then take two or three with you i 


and try again in the presence of these witnesses. 


If this avails nothing, then bring the matter ‘ 
If he will not hear, let : 


before the church. 
him alone. 


This seems to have started Peter to thinking, | 
and he said, Lord, how oft shall my brother |. 
till seven times? | 
Jesus makes His reply, Not seven, but seventy | 


offend and I forgive him? 


times seven; Unlimited Forgiveness. 


He now relates one of His most heart-search- | 7 
ing parables to illustrate His point; The Parable | 


of the Unmerciful Servant. 


The teaching of this parable is plain enough. | 
Who are we to hold a grudge, or have an un- | 
forgiving spirit, in dealing with our fellowmen? | 
All of us have sinned far more against our | 


Father than any man can sin against us. If 


% 


Sc 
Su 


we repent; if we come in the right way, our |) i 


Father forgives us freely and fully. We should | 
be willing to forgive even as we expect God | 


to forgive us. 


SCHOOL TEACHERS WANTED for fall term for | 
teaching in a Christian School operated by a | 
Presbyterian Church. Openings, first grade | 
Contact Mrs. Wm. E. Hill, p 


and high school. 
Jr., 2401 City Point Road, Hopewell, Virginia. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MARCH 10 


By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Church In Southeast Asta” 


Scripture: Isaiah 42:1-12. 


Suggested Hymns: 


“From Greenland’s Icy Mountains’ 
“Jesus Shall Reign Where’er The Sun” 


“O Zion, Haste! Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 


(One very interesting way of dealing with 
this subject would be to invite a well informed 
person to speak to your young people. If there 
is a college or university near you, you might 
inquire if they have any Christian students 
from the southeast Asian countries. Another 
possibility would be a missionary who has served 
in this area. One church had a series of pro- 
grams presented by sons and daughters of mis- 
sionaries who are studying in the States. The 
Women of the Church have made a careful 
study of southeast Asia this year, and you could 
probably secure one of their leaders to speak 
to you on the work of the church there.) 


Leader’s Introduction: 


Of course, Christianity is not new to the con- 
tinent of Asia. It was in the western part of this 
continent that Christ lived during His earthly 
sojourn. We also have reports of missionary 
activity in India and China in the early Chris- 
tian centuries. It is tragic to think that the 
church which had such a prompt start in these 


- |) great centers of population was allowed to die 


out. We should take warning from this fact 
and renew our efforts to be strong and vigorous 
in our work and witness for Christ. A church 
which does not grow in spiritual and numerical 
iat will lose ground and will eventually 
ie. 


The work of the church has been renewed 
in Asia through the modern missionary move- 
ment. For this program our attention is focused 
especially on the countries of southeast Asia 
and the work of the church there. The church 
has no easy place in these countries because 
the opposition of non-Christian religions is 
strong and thoroughly entrenched. Added to 
this problem is the added opposition of Com- 
munism which has already won the day in China 
and is making a strong bid for the loyalties of 
all the Asian peoples. The eyes of the world 
are turned toward southeast Asia. What the 
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church is able to accomplish there in the next 
few years will surely determine the future for 
that area, and to a large extent the future of 
the eastern world. 


First Speaker: 

It would probably take quite an expert to 
name the countries that make up southeast 
Asia, much less to tell anything significant about 
all of them. The countries are these: Burma, 
Taiwan (Formosa), Indochina, Indonesia, 
Malaya, Philippines, and Thailand. Three of 
the seven (Taiwan, Indonesia, and the Philip- 
pines) are island nations. The other four 
(Burma, Indochina, Malaya, and Thailand) are 
on the Asian mainland, south of China and east 
of India. (The use of a map to point out these 
countries would be very helpful.) The total 
area of the seven countries is about three fifths 
that of the United States, and the total popula- 
tion is more than 180 million, or about 20 
million greater than that of the United States. 


The principal religion of the Philippines is 


~Roman Catholicism, of Indonesia and Malaya 


is Islam, and of the other four is Buddhism. 
The total Protestant population in the seven 
countries is just over six million, or about three 
and a half per cent of the total population. 
Although the church is in such a small minority, 
it is vigorous and active, and its influence is 
far greater than its numerical strength. 


Second Speaker: 

Taiwan (Formosa) is the country on which 
Presbyterians focus their attention, because it 
is there that our missionaries are laboring. 
Taiwan is an island in the Chinese sea, and 
is the smallest in area of the southeast Asian 
countries. It is slightly larger than the state 
of Maryland, but crowded into this small area 
are nine and a half millions of people. The 
original inhabitants of the island were fiercely 
independent people of Malayan extraction. In 
1662 the Chinese gained control of the island, 
and from that time on, a large number of 
Chinese have lived there. From 1895 to 1945 
the Japanese held Taiwan. It was recovered by 
China in 1945, and now serves as the seat of 
the Chinese nationalist government. The Chin- 
ese nationalist army is stationed on Taiwan, 
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and great numbers of loyal Chinese have fled 
there for refuge. That which was already a 
crowded country is even more crowded with the 
great influx of refugees from the mainland. 


Third Speaker: 

Until 1945 the only Christian mission work 
in Taiwan had been done by English and Cana- 
dian Presbyterians. After 1945 many different 
denominational groups rushed into the area, 
and some of the Formosan Christians became 
confused. Our Southern Presbyterian mission- 
aries entered Formosa when so many of their 
own Chinese people left China to take refuge 
on the island. It was about this time that our 
missionaries were being systematically pushed 
out of China by the Communists. Not all of 
the China missionaries were sent to Formosa, 
but it was planned to send enough to carry on 
the work that had been begun with the Chinese 
Christians. 


Fourth Speaker: 

Our missionaries have been requested, not 
only to minister to the Chinese immigrants 
but to enter the total mission program on the 
island. This means working with the original 
inhabitants, or Tribes people, as they are called. 
The Chinese are located near the cities for 
the most part, and the Tribes people are in the 
rugged mountains which run south to north, 
dividing the island into eastern and western 
halves. The Presbyterian mission work is divided 
into three statioris: (1) Taipei Station in the 
north which includes the capital city of Taipei 
and another city about fifteen miles away; (2) 
The West Coast Station which includes four 
cities on the northwest coast; and (3) the East 
Coast Station which includes Hwalien, the larg- 
est city in that area, and another smaller city 
nearby. 


The work on the Taipei Station features: 
(1) Tent evangelism, which has been very well 
received by the people and very effective; (2) 
Distribution of Christian literature through 
book rooms, libraries, and distribution societies; 
and (3) Christian student centers for high school 
and college students in and near the great cities. 


The West Coast Station includes: (1) The 
Presbyterian Bible School in Chu Pei where 
Christians from the mountain tribes and from 
the mainland receive further training; (2) 
Medical work in the Changhua Christian Hos- 
pital; and (3) Evangelistic and educational 
work in the cities and villages. 


There are five missionaries working in the 
East Coast Station. They are serving almost 
entirely among the Tribes people. Their main 
responsibility is to guide in the organization 
of native churches, and to teach the Bible wher- 
ever there is an opportunity. The minister mis- 
sionary works with the pastors and elders of 
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local churches and preaches. The lady mis- 
sionaries help organize and teach Bible classes, 
Bible schools, and youth groups. 


We can be thankful for the fine part our 
own church is playing in building up the church 
of southeast Asia through the faithful work of 
our dedicated missionaries. Let us pledge anew 
our prayers and our support. 


A new novel 


by LeGETTE 
BLYTHE 


Beginning with 
the crucifixion 
and resurrection, this dra- 

matic novel plunges you 

into those exciting years : 
when tho Christian Church 

began. The author of Bold 

Galilean tells the stories 

of Peter, Luke, Paul, Bar- 
nabas—and of Longinus, 

Roman soldier facing a 

vital choice. 

Read this in- 

spiring story 

of the early 

Church. 


$3.50 
ask your bookseller 
JOHN KNOX PRESS 


A COMMENTARY ON THE BIBLE 


By Matthew Henry 


Now again available after being out of print. New bio- 
graphical edition. A monumental work that has been for 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina 


ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
| Weaverville, N. C. 
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nearly two centuries without an equal and is to Bible 
teachers aad to preachers what ay is to secular 
literature. Complete in every detail. Now in six-volume 
set, boxed, $24.50. Postpaid. 
Order From 
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Week of Prayer and Self-Denial 


For World Missions 
February 24 - March 3, 1957 


The people of our Church throughout the 
Assembly are called to unite in prayer for the 
mission program of our Church around the 
world during this week. 

LET US PRAY | 

For the strengthening of the Church through- 
out the world and an increasing sense of fel- 
lowship of all Christians around the world. 

For a positive witness by all Christians wher- 
ever they are remembering the danger and dif- 
ficulty of such witness in many lands. 

For the missionaries of our Church and our 
work in nine countries overseas. 

For the leaders of National Churches as they 
strive to build strong and increasingly self- 
supporting congregations. 

For Christians who are denied contact with 
fellow Christians; who suffer persecution; who 
must go against their families and culture. _ 

For all people who are hungry and ill clad; 
the multitude of refugees; the sufferers from 
disaster. 

For all people everywhere who do not know 
the love of God in Christ Jesus. 


Whenever we pray, let us pray— 
FOR THE WORLD 


Under the Study Lamp 
A Home or a House—Which? 


A few evenings ago I settled myself in a 
comfortable chair with the intention of read- 
ing the Book of Deuteronomy through at a 
sitting. When about midway of the interesting 
exercise, however, I bumped against such an 
arresting sentence that the rest of the agreeable 
task was suspended for the evening. Here it 
is: “When thou buildest a new house, then 
thou shalt make a battlement for thy roof, that 
thou bring not blood upon thine house, if 
any man fall from thence.” (Chapter 22:8). 


Every oriental house had a flat roof where 
the family and neighbors were accustomed to 
visit together, usually after sunset. For the 
protection of visitors as well as of the children 
the law was that every housetop should be 
provided with battlements—wall extending 
about three feet above the roof on every side. 
The lesson derived therefrom was that every 
householder was warned against permitting his 
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home in any wise to endanger the well-being 
of his neighbor or of his own family. It must 
be an embattled castle, as it were, into which 
no evil power or influence may gain entrance. 


The obligation continues. The Englishman’s 
house is his castle. So runneth the British com- 
mon law, the idea being that unwarranted 
invasion of one’s property is forbidden. But 
the Bible goes beyond that, declaring that a 
house is more than a material structure. It 
must offer protective defense for the family, 
and for the community as well. 


The word “home” is derived from an old 
Scandinavian word “heim,” meaning a_ place 
of refuge. It means therefore for us, of course, 
that within its sacred precincts nothing should 
be permitted that might cause injury to the 
moral and religious interests of the dwellers 


therein, or to the neighbors thereabouts. In 


this connection it may be said that entirely too 
many so-called Christian parents are inexcusably 
careless in that particular. 


Speaking of the Christian home, Roger Bab- 
son, the distinguished statistician, declared, “I 
have not been able to find such a single and 
useful institution which has not been founded 
by either an intensely religious man or by 
the son of a praying father or a praying mother. 
I have made this statement before the Cham- 
bers of Commerce of all the largest cities of 
the country, and have asked them to bring for- 
ward a case that is an exception to this rule. 
Thus far IT have not heard of a single one.” 


Let it be remembered that the fruitfulness 
as well as the durability of a house is absolutely 
dependent upon its battlements. “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.” So 
said Joshua the courageous patriot. It is for 
wnat reason that the name of Joshua stands in 
the top bracket of the great men of all time. 

: —By Dr. William Crowe 


(Copies of a booklet containing 34 of these 
articles may be had from the Brannon Printing 
Company, Talladega, Alabama.) 


“Teen-Beer” for Juveniles 


Brewers in certain sections of the country are 
busy cultivating the crop of war and post-war 
babies who will become potential customers soon 
after 1960. To set up the new market they have 
given a new twist to an old product, pushing a 
teen-brew that looks like beer, foams like beer, 


tastes like beer and smells like beer. The new 


brew is “legal’”—it just skirts the law. 
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One brewing firm provides it in carry-out con- 
tainers as a “‘teen-agers” special. It contains one- 
half of one per cent of alcohol or less, thus avoid- 
ing state and federal regulations and taxes. In 
Wisconsin the teen-beer is called a “cereal bev- 
erage.”” This marks a new low for liquor mer- 
chandising and emphasizes the importance of sound 
and convincing education as to the effect of 


- aleohol upon the body, mind and skills, not only in 
the public schools and churches but also in the 


home, both by precept and example. 


—Temperance Action | 


They Want Bibles 


By Robert T. Taylor 
Secretary American Bible Society 


Many Hungarians fleeing from tyranny with 
empty hands but hearts full of hope are crying 
out for Bibles. 


When the first relief trucks went into ravaged 
Budapest the people asked not only for food, cloth- 
ing and medicine but they said 


“Please send us Bibles” 


Within a week our whole supply of more than 
70,000 Hungarian Scriptures had been given away. 
Another 200,000 were printed at once—more are 
on the presses. 


In the past three years 110 tons of paper which 


we sent to Hungary had been used to print Bibles, 


for through the centuries Bible reading men have 
been liberty loving men. | 


We acted on faith but if we are to keep on 
offering Scriptures to every Hungarian refugee— 
both in the United States and in foreign lands— 
and if we are to have Scriptures available to send 
into Hungary, more money is needed right now. 


We must continue to meet the needs of Hungary 
and we must also keep on supplying Scriptures for 
reer in many lands who wait and struggle for 
iberty. 


Because of this emergency, we are appealing to 
you for an extra gift which we hope can be over 
and above your regular gifts to the Bible Society. 


It costs about $1.00 to print a Bible. Can they 
depend on you for at least 5 Bibles? 


DUTY 


By Mrs. W. T. Kelley 
McDonough, Ga. 


No matter how much good we’ve done— 
Nor how many battles we may have won— 
How great our talents or abilities be— Ss 
Our name may be known across the sea; 
Our works may be praised by all we meet— 
The Ten we may faithfully try to keep; 
But when all is said and done—behold! 
We must face a fact that never grows old— 
Unworthy! Unprofitable! 
We have no beauty — — : 
Lo! We have only done our duty! 

Luke 17:10. 
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In Memory of 
Mrs. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 


Bena Broyles has gone home. On December 


2, 1956, she silently slipped away and, on angels’ 


wings, was gently borne aloft to her home in 
Heaven. 


In this life God generously endowed her with 
many admirable traits and qualities: a splendid 
mind; a true sense of values; a kind, sympathetic 
and understanding heart; an attractive and en- 
gaging personality; a keen sense of humor; a 
blithe spirit; and above all, with a deep, true 
and abiding Christian faith. 


She loved life. To her, life was not a dark 
and somber thing to be endured but a bright, 
cheerful and God-given opportunity for happi- 
ness. She did not approach life with hesitant 
and reluctant step but ran eagerly to meet its 
challenge. She found that the heavy blows of 
the sword of sorrow and disappointment could 
be deflected and parried with the light rapier 
of understanding and faith and she found her 
greatest happiness in service to others. She was 
indeed a blithe spirit! Her touch was ever 
light and deft and yet in every thought, deed 
and action she epitomized the happy Christian. 


She was an ideal pastor’s wife—always patient, 
understanding and helpful. She was all that 
a mother should be. She was a true, loyal and 
understanding friend and a pillar of strength in 
the work of the Women of the Church. 


To know her was to love her and those who 
knew her best loved her best. 


Bena Broyles is not dead and will never die; 
some part of her will ever live in each of us 
and in our children and in our children’s chil- 
dren and each of us is stronger in the Faith for 
having known her. 


In her untimely passing we feel that the 
Women of the Church have lost an efficient 
and loyal worker and a devoted and sincere 
friend and though we feel that her “going home” 
leaves an unfilled void, we believe that her kind 
and gentle soul would have us accept her 
departure in the spirit of the following words: 


“Weep not for me; 
Be blithe as wont, not tinge with gloom 
The stream of love that circles home, 
Light hearts and free! 
Joy in the gifts Heaven’s bounty lends, 
Nor miss my face, dear friends! 
I still am near.” 


Mrs. John L. Tye, Jr., Chairman 
Mrs. J. D. Osborne 
Mrs. Deloney Sledge 
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Board of Church Extension 


Budget 1957 $1,518,225.00 
Receipts to date 38,110.34 
% of Annual Budget received to date 2.5% 


Balance needed for the year 1,480,114.66 
G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


Passing of Rev. E. T. Drake, D.D. 


Dr. Drake died on January 29th, last, in Orange, 
Texas. He was 76 years old. He had been pastor 
of the Lutcher Memorial Presbyterian Church, of 
Orange, 45 years—1906-1951. He was one of the 
first graduates from Austin Theological Seminary; 
was married in 1907 to Miss Mary Sampson, the 
daughter of the Seminary’s first president, Dr. 
Thornton R. Sampson. He is survived by his wife 
and one son, John Drake. 


General Troup Miller 


Brigadier General Troup Miller, U.S.A. 
(Retired), aged 76, died in Atlanta Hospital, 
February 2, after a brief illness. General Miller 
was in action in both World War I and II and 
received about all the medals and honors ac- 
corded to members of the United States Army, 
including the Distinguished Service Medal in 
World War II and the Legion of Merit. He 
was a graduate of U. S. Military Academy at 
West Point and at one time was instructor to 
a young cadet by the name of Dwight D. 
Eisenhower. 

Better still, he was an elder in the Southern 
Presbyterian Church and a diligent soul winner, 
an earnest Christian whose influence spread into 
many lives. He and Mrs. Miller who survives 
him, celebrated their Golden Wedding anni- 
versary in 1953. 

Funeral services were conducted by Rev. Ver- 
non Broyles, D.D., of Atlanta, and burial took 
place in Arlington National Cemetery, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 


ALABAMA 


Birmingham—yYouth Fellowships of the Presby- 
terian Churches in Birmingham, both the U.S., and 
the U.S.A., held a joint banquet meeting at the 
Independent Presbyterian Church here, in early 
February. 


Hosts for the meeting were the youth groups 
of the Independent church, and of Birmingham 
Presbytery. Dr. Ian Stuart, author and lecturer, 
was the featured speaker. 


Members of the planning committee for the 
meeting, included: Taylor Beard, moderator of the 
host Presbytery; Marion Stephens, moderator of 
the Youth of the U. S. Presbytery; John Baggett, 
vice moderator; and Alice McSpadden, Witness 
Commission chairman. 
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Among plans discussed by the group at the ban- 
quet was the plan for the annual camp at Oak 
Mountain State Park, scheduled for the first two 
weeks in June. © 


The First Presbyterian Church 
of Phenix City, Alabama 
Organized January 20, 1957 


A Commission of the Presbytery of East Ala- 
bama organized the First Presbyterian Church of 
Phenix City on last Sunday aternoon. The Rev. 
John Milton McKnight accepted a call from the 
Home Mission Committee of the Presbytery to begin 
this work and went on the field October 1, 1956. 
On last Sunday, seventy charter members came to- 
gether to establish the newest church in our Pres- 
bytery. The Commission was composed of Dr. H. E. 
Russell, minister of Trinity Presbyterian Church, 


Montgomery, presiding, with the Rev. Merle C 


Patterson, Minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Montgomery, conducting the organiza- 
tion of the Church and the installation of the pastor 
and the charge was delivered by Dr. A. C. Windham 
of the First Presbyterian Church, Opelika. The 
charge to the congregation was made by the Rev. 
A. Patton White, Minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Tuskegee. 


The newiy elected officers of this Church are: 


Elders: Mr. W. F. Massicott, Mr. Richard Nason, 
Mr. W. E. Soenksen and Mr. J. A. McLean. 


Deacons: Mr. A. J. Bartram, Mr. John Drake, 
Mr. J. W. Gaus, Secretary; Mr. 
Chairman, and Mr. L. T. Downing, Jr., Treasurer. 


GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Preliminary planning for one modern 
structure to house all of the offices located here 
at the Presbyterian Center is underway. 


Charles J. Currie, executive secretary of the 
Board of Annuities and Relief, which Board op- 
erates and manages the Center, says that property 
recently acquired by the Center fulfills the prop- 
erty need for the projected building, and he ex- 
presses the hope that the structure will be com- 


pleted by 1961—the year that marks the 100th 


anniversary of the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. 


The newly acquired lots adjacent to the Presby- - 


terian Center bring holdings in the Center to 417 
feet facing Ponce deLeon Ave., a main artery 
through Atlanta. The property runs 400 feet deep 
through to North Avenue and 400 feet along North 
Avenue. Two residences were purchased with the 
new lots. Office of the Stated Clerk of the Gen- 
eral Assembly is now occupying one of these struc- 
tures, now known as building E. 


Other General Assembly Agencies now located 
at the Center are: Board of Women’s Work, The 
Minister and His Work, in building A; Board of 
Church Extension, building B; General Council, 
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Board of Annuities and Relief, building C; (Pres- 
byterian Book Store, building D); and the Office 
of the Stated Clerk. 


Decatur — Atlanta-area Presbyterians rushed to 
the aid of home mission churches in eastern Ken- 
tucky as soon as they learned about damages and 
losses from recent floods there. 


Immediately after word was received from the 
Rev. William C. Brown, pastor of the Presbyterian 
churches at Blomar and Lothair, Ky., that losses 
were great in these Presbyterian home missions 
areas, the Decatur Presbyterian Church had a drive 
in full swing for clothing and funds to aid the 
stricken area. 


Dr. D. C. Amick, executive secretary of the 
Guerrant Presbytery, reported that total damages 
to Presbyterian churches in the Presbytery prob- 
ably would not exceed $10,000, but the Presby- 
terian Church at Blomar was completely destroyed 
and the one at Lothair was badly damaged. 


Other Presbyterian churches besides the Decatur 
church, Agnes Scott College students, and indi- 
viduals in the Atlanta area, came to the rescue 


_with items of clothing—75 boxes of it—and cash 


donations amounting to more than $360.00. 
For three days women in the sponsoring church 


sorted and packed the clothes into huge boxes 


which were delivered by a commercial van. One 
private trailer went later to take additional items. 


The articles and funds were delivered to Mr. 
Brown for use as he saw fit. Mr. Brown is the 
son-in-law of Dr. James R. McCain, elder in the 
Decatur Church and member of the four man com- 
mittee which supervised the project. 


Others on the committee were Elbert Reeves, 
J. Lehmon Brantley, and Charles Bradford, chair- 
man. 


According to word received by Dr. McCain, 7 00 


of the 2,100 persons in the communities of Blomar 
= Pi“ near Hazard, were made homeless by 
the f 


“How To Shake Hands and Use 
a Knife and Fork” 


The farm of.W. E. DeVore, Reddick, Fla., will 
be the only one in the South to play host to one 
of a group of young Japanese farmers who are 
spending a year in America to study American 
agricultural methods. 


Yukio Kudo, 20, of Kamojima Town, Tokushima 
Prefecture, a Japanese Christian, is one of 18 who 
flew from Haneda airport, Tokyo on Jan. 25, 
enroute to San Francisco. In that city they have 
been receiving a short period of training before 
going to the farms scattered throughout the United 
States. Young Kudo is the only member of the 
group to be assigned to a farm in the South. 


In preparation for the trip, Mr. Kudo has been 
studying English with the Rev. William Boyle, 


Presbyterian Church, U.S., missionary in Tokushima 


City, and was baptized as a Christian on the last 
Sunday before leaving his country The missionary 
reports that Mr. Kudo was anxious to learn as 
much as possible of American customs—the proper 
way to shake hands, for example, or how to use a 
knife and fork. 
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The missionary also provides a graphic illustra- 
tion of some of the differences between American 
and Japanese agriculture by citing the fact that 
Mr. Kudo comes from a Japanese farm of 4% 
acres, operated by his father and his uncle, and 


will live on the DeVore farm of 750 acres, also 


operated by two brothers. Vegetables ccupy a good 
portion of both farms, but the Kudo farm also 
produces sheep and silkworms. One of the suits 
the young Japanese will bring with him was made 
from the back of the sheep to his own, by his 
mother. 

Taking part in the baptism service of Mr. Kudo, 
in addition to Mr. Boyle, was the Rev. Eiichi Itoh, 
himself a product of the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S., mission work. 


KENTUCKY 


Louisville — Church officers of the Louisville 
area heard two members of the Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary faculty in a series of four Sunday 
evening classes. Dr. Julian Price Love taught two 
classes “How We Got Our Bible” on January 20 
and January 27. Dr. Andrew K. Rule lectured on 
“The Christian Doctrine of Salvation” on Febru- 
ary 3 and February 10. Enrollment for the series 
totaled 246. 


Eighty-four high school students and twenty- 
one counselors met at Louisville Presbyterian Semi- 
nary on Saturday, February 10, for a consideration 
of church vocations. The Rev. Marcus J. Priester 
of Philadelphia made the opening statement about 
Christian vocation in general and church vocations 
in particular. Then the young people discussed 
seven specific areas of church vocations during 
two discussion periods of one hour each. The 
Seminary faculty and the churches of the Louisville 
area provided leadership. 


LOUISIANA 


Alexandria — The Louisiana Synod Men’s Con- 
ference to be held at Silliman, Clinton, La., May 
25 and 26 will stress ‘‘Forward with Christ through 
Christian Citizenship” as its theme. 


John Deifell, Greensboro, N. C., Assembly Men’s 
Council president in 1956 and chairman of the 
Miami Convention attendance committee, will tell 


about the convention planned for October 10-13. 


“Our Responsibility as Christian Citizens” will 
be the subject of an address by Dr. Peyton Rhodes, 
Memphis, Tenn., president of Southwestern. 


Clint Harris, Richmond, Va., Department of 
Church Relations, will speak on “The Credentials 
of a Christian Citizen.” 


Rev. George Ricks, Baton Rouge, will preside at 
the communion service; ; Grant, Baton 
Rouge, will teach the Bible class, and Dr. Walter 
Courtney, Pastor of the First Church, Nashville, 
will preach the Sunday morning sermon. 


Pag. will be eight clinics on Christian Citizen- 
ship. 


MISSISSIPPI 


The First Presbyterian Church of Canton, Dr. 
Charles R. McCain, Minister, entertained the Pres- 
bytery of Central Mississippi in its quarterly Stated 
Meeting on January 17th. Rev. E. C. Brasington, 
Retiring Moderator, brought the opening sermon, 
on the topic, “Going Forward With Christ,’’ his 
text being Exodus 14:15. 
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Dr. John Reed Miller, of the Jackson First 
Church, Vice-Moderator, was elected Moderator. 
Dr. R. E. Hough of Jackson was elected Vice- 
Moderator and as such will be the first nominee at 
the April meeting. 


Four Ministers and four Ruling Elders (and their 
alternates) were elected as Commissioners to the 
General Assembly meeting in Birmingham in April: 
Rev. Hayes Clark, Dr. C. R. McCain, Dr. T. R. 
Nunan, Dr. John W. Young; Ruling Elders T. Jasper 
Lowe, Hugh S. Potts, W. Calvin Wells III, W. C. 
Wells, Jr. Mr. W. Calvin Wells is a son of the 
late Dr. John M. Wells, who was Moderator of the 
Birmingham Assembly meeting in 1917. Mr. W. C. 
Wells, Jr., is a son of “Major” Calvin Wells, who 
was a Ruling Elder Commissioner from this Presby- 
tery to the 1917 Assembly along with his brother 
Dr. John Wells who was a Commissioner from 
Wilmington Presbytery. 


Presbytery adopted the recommendation of its 
Christian Education Committee to put special em- 
phasis upon use of the catchism in 1957. Also, this 
Committee reported through its Chairman, Dr. C. R. 
McCain, that the Presbytery now has sixteen min- 
isterial candidates and one lay-worker candidate. 


Rev. Hayes Clark was elected Chairman of the 
Commission on the Minister and His Work; Rev. 
E. L. Jackson, Chairman of the Church Extension 
Committee. Other committee chairmanships include 
Dr. Van. M. Arnold, Stewardship; Rev. B. B. Un- 
derwood, Forward With Christ Committee; Dr. R. S. 
Woodson, World Missions. Rev. D. M. Mounger is 
Executive Secretary. 


The day’s meeting was closed with a season of 
prayer, the Presbyters kneeling for this. 


The next Stated Meeting will be held at the 
Power Memorial Church in Jackson, on April 18th. 
Invitations are in hand for the July meeting (West- 
minster Church, Vicksburg) and the October meet- 
ing (First Church, Philadelphia, Miss.). 


W. A. Gamble, Stated Clerk 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Raleigh—Mr. J. Neveland Brand, lay leader of 
Wilmington, N. C., has been elected chairman of 
the Council of the Presbyterian Synod of North 
Carolina, succeeding Dr. Frank L. Jackson of 
Davidson, N. C. 


Twenty members of the council, representing 
the nine Presbyteries of the Synod attended the 
session in Raleigh when Mr. Brand was elected to 
the two-year term. 


Dr. Jackson, a member of the council since it 
was organized in 1951, was honored as retiring 
chairman with a rising vote of thanks. 


Brand, a native of Wilmington, is a graduate of 
the University of North Carolina, and did post 
graduate work at Columbia in accounting. He is a 
senior member of the firm of Brand and Perdew, 
public accountants, Wilmington. 


He has been a deacon in the First Presbyterian 


Church of Wilmington, and is currently a ruling 
elder and president of the Men’s Club of that 
church. He has been a member of the Synod’s 
Council for five years and has served as a member 
of the sub-committee on Budget and Finance. 


Charlotte— Dr. A. B. Montgomery, the new 
pastor of the Caldwell Memorial Church in Char- 
lotte, N. C., occupied the pulpit for the first time 
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in his new charge Sunday, Feb. 3. Dr. Montgomery 
reported to the Caldwell Memorial Church from 
the Tazewell, Va. Presbyterian Church where he 
had been pastor since 1951; and he succeeds Dr. 
C. G. McClure who accepted a call to Covenant 


Church in Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. in the fall of 1956. 


Dr. Montgomery, with the aid of the officers of 
the church, entered an intensive program of visi- 
tation immediately upon his arrival in Charlotte 
and intends visiting every home represented in the 
congregation in his first several weeks as their 
pastor. The church membership is entering this 
visitation endeavor with enthusiastic cooperation. 


A reception for Dr. and Mrs. Montgomery was 
planned for Friday night, February 15, in the 
W. E. Price Sunday School building to which all 
the — membership and friends were cordially 
invited. 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Bennetttsville — A committee from Pee Dee 
Presbytery has announced the selection of a site 
for the proposed camp and conference grounds. 
The Presbytery group voted unanimously to accept 
the offer of a group of Presbyterians to donate 
83 acres of land for the conference grounds. 


The site selected is two miles west of the Ben- 
nettsville-Hamlet highway, 11 miles north of Ben- 
nettsville, and 12 miles east of Cheraw, and ap- 
proximately eight miles below the North Carolina 
line. Options have been secured on adjoining 
tracts. 


A committee of 25 men from over the Presby- 
tery, named to proceed with the actual develop- 


ment of the camp site, met Feb. 7 to plan for the 


development. 


The idea of establishing a conference head- 
quarters for the Presbytery has been growing for 
some five years. In early 1956 ten men were named 
to begin work on the project, and the Rev. T. H. 
Eckhoff of Clio was named chairman. Other mem- 
bers were the Rev. I. M. Bagnal and F. E. Coxe 
of Marlboro County; the Rev. W. G. Foster, Jack 
Tyler, and Alex Gregg of Florence; the Rev. N. C. 
Kirkland of Conway; the Rev. Robert Gray of 
Mullins; J. C. King of Marion, and W. M. Timber- 
lake of Hartsville. 


Kingstree—The Lord’s Acre Plan, as applied by. 


the Central Presbyterian Church of Kingstree, 
S. C., will soon take concrete form in the construc- 
tion of a new sanctuary and educational wing for 
the church. | 


Funds for the new church were raised by a 
Lord’s Acre project undertaken by the members 
for the past four years. From the plan $40,000 
has been raised for the building fund, by those 
who each year planted crops, canned vegetables 
or fruit, or did special handiwork, and auctioned 
off their produce at the church, and for it, on the 
afternon of ingathering. 


Bids on the construction of the new building are 
— received now, thanks to the success of the 
plan. 


The building will be L shaped, and will contain 
0,870 square feet of floor space. It will be of 
colonial design, constructed of colonial type brick 
with Flemish bond as used in Williamsburg, Va. 


The Rev. Russell W. Park, Jr., now in Andrews, 
S. C., has been serving as the pastor of the Central 
Church for the past four years. 
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On the building committee are the chairman, 
Herbert W. Brown, Rob Snowden, Jack Scott, 
R. C. Rodgers, E. D. Ward, Mrs. Laurie Brown and 
Mrs. R. M. Kellahan. 


The church was founded in 1886, colonized from 
the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church of Kingstree. 


TENNESSEE. 


Nashville—A salary increase of $10 per month 


for each of the 500 missionaries of the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., has been voted by the Board 
of World Missions. Meeting here in January, the 
Board approved the increase, retroactive to Jan. 
1, 1957, giving $10 per month to each single mis- 
sionary, and $20 per month to each couple, bot 
on the field and while on furlough. 


This was one of several far-reaching and im- 
portant decisions taken by the Board during the 
two-day session. Other actions included the ap- 
proval of new plans for cooperation with national 
churches in both Japan and Taiwan (Formosa), 
and the initiation of a study of future relationships 
with the Presbyterian Church of Korea. 


The January session also saw the appointment 
of two new missionaries. Miss Paula Frances West, 
nurse from San Antonio, Texas, was appointed 
medical missionary to Mexico. A native of Houston, 
Miss West has had experience in hospitals in Rich- 
mond, Va., in Texas, and in the Presbyterian 
mission hospital in Morelia, Mexico. Miss West 
will go out to the field in August following the 
Institute for Outgoing Missionaries in Montreat. 


Mr. Hugh Blake Bradley, a student in Union 
Seminary, Richmond, will go out at the same time 
to Taiwan as an evangelistic missionary. Mr. 
Bradley is a native of Roanoke Rapids, N. C., is 
a graduate of Davidson College, and will obtain 
his B.D. degree from Union in the spring. Mr. 
Bradley is the son of Dr. Hugh Bradley, field 
secretary of the Board of World Missions. 


Months of study by the Board and by its mis- 
sionaries in both Taiwan and Japan preceded the 
actions taken concerning relationships with na- 
tional churches. War-time creation in Japan of the 
Kyodan, or national church, through government- 
enforced union of Christian groups, resulted in a 
post-war problem. The Kyodan has continued, and 
includes more than half of the churches that are 
the products of Presbyterian mission’ effort. 


Other churches established by Presbyterian mission 


effort have withdrawn from the Kyodan and es- 
tablished the Reformed Church and the “NKK’”’, or 
new Presbyterian Church. 


As a Board-approved policy, the Japan Mission 
has cooperated with all churches which were the 
outcome of our pre-war mission work in that land, 
but with no official relationship with any national 
church organization. This was done because of 
varying conditions in that land and because of the 
feeling that the ultimate alignment of the churches 
in Japan was a matter for local determination. The 
Mission and the Board did not judge that the lack 
of formal affiliation with any national church 
could void the spirit of cooperation with all churches 
which were the product of our work. 


During the past two years, the Kyodan has opened 
up to missionaries an affiliate membership. Some 
of our missionaries working in areas where the 
churches are predominantly in the Kyodan have 
felt that more effective work can be done through 
this affiliate membership. The new statement of 
— adopted by the Board now makes this pos- 

e: 
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“In view of the divergent conditions which exist 
in the different areas in which our missionaries 
are now working in Japan, conditions which make 
one fixed policy impracticable, our individual mis- 
sionaries are authorized to accept affiliate member- 
ship in the Kyodan, or, in the churches of the 
Presbyterian and Reformed tradition—the particu- 
lar group where they feel they can best bear their 
witness for Christ and further the work of the 
Church in that land. 


“It is understood, and here stipulated, that these 
affiliate relationships of individual missionaries to 
any national church is subject to be approved by 
the Mission in the spirit of the above statement. It 
is recommended further that this action be com- 
municated to the Japan Mission for its advice and 
for a proposal to the Board of the exact wording 
of the constitution of the Mission which would 
set forth this policy.” 


In Taiwan the new plan of relationship is the 
result of proposals by the General Assembly of 
the Taiwanese Presbyterian Church. The Assembly, 
only two years old, is trying to establish formal 
bases for cooperation with all Presbyterian groups 
working in the island. Toward that end it has 
offered its ‘‘Mother Churches” (the Canadian and 
English Presbyterian Churches which pioneered 
missionary work there) one type of relationship, 
and to the others (Presbyterians U.S., and U.S.A., 
who. have worked in the island only since 1949 
when China was lost to the communists) it has 
offered a choice of several possible relationships. 
The Board of the Southern Church, after discussion 


with English, Canadian and Taiwanese, in this 


country, in Canada, and in Taiwan, approved the 
pattern of cooperation which the Taiwanese As- 
sembly had designated ‘“‘B-2, Second Kind,’’ which 
provides: 


“The Second Kind. The appointment of mission- 
aries and the spending of financial aid shall be 
under mission control. 


‘‘1. Requests for missionaries: Requests shall be 
from the General Assembly (of Taiwan), after the 
are of the two mother churches has been 
obtained. 


“2. Appointment and Finance: The appointment 
of missionaries and the sending of financial aid 
shall be under mission control, but the agreement 
of the General Assembly must be obtained. 


_ “3. Status. In General Assembly: They may ap- 
point up to one seventh of their membership as 
corresponding (non-voting) members of the As- 
sembly. If they have fewer than seven members, 
they may appoint one member. 

In Presbytery: They may appoint two members 
as corresponding members of those presbyteries in 
which they work. 


“4. Mission Council. They shall organize their 
own mission council or other mission organization. 

“5. United Conference: A united conference shall 
be organized to include all missionaries working 
under this second kind of relationship and all mis- 
sionares of the mother churches’ council.’’ 


Somewhat similar problems of mission-church 
relationship are shaping up in Korea, where the 
General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Korea has asked a review of the policies under 
which Presbyterian Churches, U.S., U.S.A., and of 
Australia, are cooperating with the national church. 
A special committee of the Board of the Southern 
Church has already been in conference with repre- 
sentatives of the Northern Church Board, both in 


New York and in Nashville, and the recommenda- 
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tions from those conferences were approved by 
the Board as follows: 


“1. In view of the fact that there are matters 


of Church-Mission Relationship in Korea affecting 


the work of the Presbyterian Churches of Australia, 
U.S.A., and U.S., it is recommended that a con- 
ference be scheduled in Korea April 5-19, 1957, 
dealing with all aspects of this question, conferees 
to include representatives of the Presbyterian 
Church in Korea and the U.S.A., U.S., and Aus- 
tralian Foards of Missions. 


“2. It is recommended further, that Dr. S. Hugh 
Bradley and Dr. D. J. Cumming be the representa- 
tives of the Staff in this conference in the name 
of the Board. | 


“3. Recommended further, that the Chairman of 
the Fields Committee, Dr. Jas. A. Jones, be the 
Board’s representative in this conference, with Dr. 
Elliott, chairman of the Board, and Dr. James E. 
Bear, as the alternate.” 


Another outstanding event in the January meet- 
ing of the Board was the announcement by Mr. 
Curry B. Hearn, treasurer, that for the first time 
since 1928 the Board had received more than its 
General Assembly—approved budget. Actual re- 
ceipts from all sources totaled $3,465,000 during 
1956 Mr. Hearn reported. Of this, about $132,790 
was income from endowments established for spe- 
cific mission projects, and the remainder, $3,- 
332,210 were gifts from living donors. This repre- 
sents a jump of 18% over giving to the Board in 
1955, and was immediately reflected in the salary 
increases voted to all missionaries. 

The increase was also reflected in increases in 
work budgets approved for the mission fields. These 
increases for 1957 average about 12% for all fields, 
but were of course dependent in some degree upon 
the urgency of the needs of projects. 


The Rev. Paul B. Freeland, secretary of the 
Department of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church 
Aid also presented an encouraging report when he 
stated that special gifts for the Hungarian relief 
work have been pouring in from the Church. By 
Jan. 15 the total had reached $26,197.54, and the 
total continues to grow. These funds are being put 
into immediate use through Church World Service 
and the Inter-Church Aid department of the World 
Council of Churches, Mr. Freeland stated. 


Nashville—During the year we have given you our 
total receipts from living donors with the per- 
centage of the approved spending budget received. 


We now wish to report that for the entire year 
our receipts from living donors amounted to $3,- 
332,210.00, or 100.98% of our approved spending 
budget of $3,300,000.00. 


For your further information our receipts from 
other income, lapsed Annuities, legacies and in- 
come from investments, amounted to $133,729.61, 
bringing our total receipts to $3,465,939.61 as com- 
pared to $2,932,052.80 for 1955. 

Sincerely, 
Curry B. Hearn, Treas. 


_ Nashville—Miss Nan Fulson of our Congo Mis- 
sion is scheduled to return to the field on March 
9 following her furlough in the United States. 


Miss Fulson is a native of Atlanta, Ga., and is 


a member of North Avenue Presbyterian Church 


in Atlanta. 
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The Rev. and Mrs. Donald F. Bobb and family 
are scheduled to return to the Congo on March 13 
after having furlough in this country. 


Miss Mary Crawford of our Congo Mission ex- 
pects to return to Congo on March 4 following 
her furlough in the U.S.A. 


A native of Lewisburg, W. Va., Miss Crawford 
has her membership in the Old Stone Church there. 


Nashville—Dr. and Mrs. John Knox Miller of 
our Congo Mission announce the arrival of a son, 
John Neal, in the Congo on February 2. 


Dr. Miller is the son of Rev. and Mrs. A. Hoyt 
Miller, who have long served the church as mis- 
sionaries in the Congo. Dr. Miller is a graduate of 
Davidson College and Tulane University. He is a 
member of the St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church of New Orleans, La. 


Mrs. Miller is the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. 
James N. Montgomery, long time missionaries of 
our Church in China and now serving in Taiwan. 
She is a graduate of Agnes Scott College and 
studied at the Baptist Hospital in New Orleans, 
La. She is also a member of the St. Charles Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in New Orleans. 


The Millers have two other children ages eight 
and six. Dr. and Mrs. Miller serve in the medical 
work of the Congo Mission. They first went to the 
field in 1950. 


Nashville—Mrs. Martha Savels of our Congo 
Mission arrived in this country in January for 
furlough. 


Mrs. Savels is a native of Ostend, Belgium. She 
received her education there. She also studied at 
the University of Brussels. 


-Mrs. Savels spent the first part of her furlough 
in Belgium. Upon her arrival in the United States 
she proceded to Englewood, New Jersey. 


Nashville — The Board of World Missions has 
been advised that the highly successful hour-long 
documentary television show ‘“‘Monganga”’ will be 
presented a second time on March 5. 


The documentary deals with missionary medi- 
cine, and was presented as a part of the March 
of Medicine TV series over NBC-TV on November 
27. The impact of the program brought un- 
precedented response and thousands of requests 
that it be re-televised. The March 5 re-booking 
of Monganga has been made for 9:30 P. M., EST. 


The show’s name is taken from the tribal name 
for “White Doctor,’”’ who is Dr. John Ross, a mis- 
sionary surgeon for the Disciples of Christ in the 
Belgian Congo. It was presented as a report of 
the daily labors of one missionary, in “illustration 
of the work American doctors are doing for sick 
people all over the world.”’ Praised by every critic 
who viewed the original presentation of the film, 
Monganga is a re-run imminently worth seeing. 


VIRGINIA 


Richmond—Something new in the Presbyterian E 
Church, U.S., was begun on January 28 when the | 


Assembly’s Training School opened its demonstra- 
tion kindergarten with an initial enrollment of 23 


four and five-year-old children. Later on after 


completion of a few more details in the building, 


there will be an open house and dedication service. = 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


eg 


— 


F 


fa 
—— 
| 


The laboratory school, on which construction 
began in September, is considered the best and 
most up-to-date of its kind in the country. Chil- 
dren who attend there will get top-notch training 
and young teachers will receive the benefit of 
learning under some of the most highly trained 
leaders in the Church. The school however, is de- 
vised more for the teachers than for the students, 
for it is a “teachers’ school’’—and its primary aim 
is not the turning out of a large number of four 
and five-year-old “graduates’’. Rather, there will 
be an intent effort to keep enrollment small so 
that both teacher and student will get maximum 
benefits in learning. 


_ There will be an observation booth accommodat- 
ing 20 persons who can observe the students 
through a one-way glass and who can use an 
elaborate electronics system to hear the youngsters’ 
conversations. Each observer, with the use of ear 
phones and a dial, can follow an individual or group 
throughout their program. Or a master switch can 
substitute loud speakers in the observation booth 
so that a whole group can study the teaching tech- 
niques. By using a plug-in device, a recording may 
be made for later use in a classroom. | 
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BOOK 


REVIVAL TIMES IN AMERICA. Fred W. Hoff- 
man. W. A. Wilde Company. $2.50. : 


This book is the product of the deep concern 
over the moral and spiritual perils facing our 
nation and a life-long stud. of the history of re- 
vivals in America. It was written that God may 
use it to stir Christian people to renewed and 
believing faith for a new nation-wide revival of 
spiritual life in America. The book is designed to 
inspire the church of our day to recover its lost 
passion for the souls that are unsaved. “In most 
of the churches in America, there is very little 
concern for the unsaved in the community,” he 
tells us. This book is to help Christians to do 
something about this condition. | 

—J.R.R. 


THE HISTORICAL FOUNDATION AND ITS 
TREASURES. Thomas Hugh Spence, Jr. His- 
torical Foundation Publications. 


This publication is intended to present the His- 


torical Foundation and its work. The time of its. 


appearance was to coincide with the settlement 
of the Foundation in the new building for its 


specific and exclusive use. This work, therefore, | 


supplies a picture of this historical agency of the 
Presbyterian Church of the United States. The 
Foundation, which is dedicated to the cause of 
Church history, has a history of its own, and this 
history is outlined in this volume. This Founda- 
tion should help those who look forward to the 
future by giving them a look backward to the past. 


Dr. Spence is an interesting writer. He has the 
ability to make the past live. He has added a 
number of pictures that add a great deal to the 
fascination of the volume. He shows quite clearly 
that no Presbyterian can cut himself out of the 


stream of Reformed history, for history casts a long 


and possessive eye down the length of every life. 
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Anyone who reads this volume will gain a new 
appreciation of the heritage passed down from the 
fathers of the flesh and of the faith. Our Southern 
Presbyterian Church is fortunate in having a man 
of the stature of Dr. Spence to serve as the 
director of this Foundation. 

—J.R.R. 


SOUL-WINNING SERMONS. R. A. Torrey. 


Fleming H. Revell. $2.50. 


The sermons in this volume were used by the 
Evangelist in his canpaign around the world. They 
were blessed of Goa in the salvation of many souls. 
It has been often noted that Dr. Torrey had a 
vivid manner of expression that made the printed 
page seem almost like the spoken word. This is 
especially true of these sermons. One seems to 
hear them and experience how the Lord used them 
to reach the souls of the listeners and constrain 
them to come to Christ. This, volume gives us 
some of Dr. Torrey’s greatest heart-warming Gospel 
messages and reveals his passionate love for the 


souls of men. 
—J.R.R. 


 HOUSE-IN-THE-WOODS, a biographical sketch 
of Juliet and Cr by Adams. Kathleen Lemmon. 
Island Press. $2.75. 


Many of our readers will remember Crosby and 
Juliet Adams and their contributions in the field 
of music. In 1913, the Adamses came to North 
Carolina in search of a temperate climate, and 
in building their quaint “House-in-the-Woods” as — 
a lifetime retreat, they began a mecca for students, 
composers, teachers, and graduates from all over 
the world. Miss Lemmon has brought the story 
of the Adamses together in the form of an intimate 
biography. The writing is simple and affectionate. 
It is a successful effort to recapture the lives of 
two people between book covers and to provide a 
keepsake for those who treasure their memory. 

Miss Lemmon is a math teacher in the Mount 
Zion High School in Winnsboro and a member of 
the Zion Presbyterian Church. 

»—J.R.R. 


THE GREAT INVITATION AND OTHER 
SERMONS. Emil Brunner. Westminster. $3.00. 


Dr. Brunner is a controversial theologian. He 
has his ardent disciples and vigorous opponents. 
This volume of sermons is free from many of 
the controversial points found in his theological 
treatises. They demonstrate a side of the author’s 
character not found in his other writings. Most 
of these messages could be read with approval 
by evangelicals. Despite the fact that we must 
disagree with much of Brunner’s theology, one 
must have respect for him as a brilliant thinker 
and an able scholar. This volume convinces us also 
that he is an effective teacher. 


The sermons in this book were preached in 


- recent years in the Fraumunster and dedicated to 


this church on the occasion of the jubilee cele- 
brating its eleven hundred years of history. Brun- 
ner writes, “‘To look back on such a long period 
of church life makes one realize, with peculiar 
vividness, that each of us preachers is only one 
of many hundred links in the chain which binds 


our present-day worship of God with that of the - 


apostolic communities. May this. venerable and 


beautiful house of God for long be a place where 


the Word of God is faithfully preached and a 
believing congregation unites to praise God to 
its own spiritual fortification and comfort.” 
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